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DECORATIVE TABLE ACCESSORIES

The central table decoration should have the same feeling
esthetically as the china, glassware, and table cover. In other
words, all should agree in mood, style, color, and texture.

Mood. The centerpiece expresses the theme of the table setting.
The more personal, original, and delightful a centerpiece is the
better. Holidays and special occasions provide reasons for center-
pieces expressive of some definite idea as formal, merry, or casual.
A table centerpiece for a children's party should be very different
from that for grandmother's birthday dinner, a bridge luncheon,
or a Fourth of July buffet supper. A jolly mood is expressed by
a bouquet of lollypops on sticks combined with magnolia leaves.
If the food is something special it naturally sets the theme for the
table decoration.

Style. It is customary to have a table centerpiece agree in style
with the table, table equipment, and surroundings. For example,
a Victorian feeling could be produced by a lush flower mound, a
three-tier epergne, or a pair of ornate vases. One of the flower
arrangements on page 378 is a period type. At a Creole gumbo
luncheon the old New Orleans style and spirit could be indicated
by a group of colored minstrel musicians in porcelain or pottery
standing on a wooden slab surrounded by a fence of paper lace
in imitation of iron lace, with trimmed umbrella plants for palms.

Color, The centerpiece really sets the color scheme for a meal.
Although each course may well vary somewhat in color, all should
be in harmony with the centerpiece. For example, a gray linen
cloth, a low compact mound of orange and yellow zinnias in a
pewter bowl, yellow candles in pewter candlesticks, and amber
glasses and bread-and-butter plates would determine the color
scheme for the dishes and food. Different courses might offer
avocado and pomegranate salad on amber glass plates, soup in sea-
green bowls, fried chicken, rice, carrots, and peas on bone-white
plates, chocolate dessert on vermilion plates, and coffee in bone-
white cups. These would change the picture in a stimulating way
without conflicting with the center decoration. If the chinaware
has much pattern and varied colors, the accompanying flowers
should be limited to white, or green, or colors matching the dishes.
Sometimes small nosegays contain all the colors in the dishes.